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MONK

The horse were saved, and, now his object was accom-
plished, Ormonde began to retire to Dublin. It was in
the course of this march that he won his brilliant action
at Kilrush. Monk was present with the staff during the
general's reconnaissance on the evo of the battle, and we
may credit him with at least a share of the masterly
tactics by which the victory was obtained. That Or-
monde appreciated his services is certain, for on this
occasion he was mentioned in despatches "for the
alacrity and undaunted resolution " he had displayed.

By the end of June eight more regiments, including
Lord Lisle's carbineers, were landed in Dublin, and the
Parliament seemed to have exhausted all the resources it
could spare for Ireland. The Civil War was beginning,
By straining every nerve it could only hold its own
against the King in England, and the Irish army was left
to shift for itself. Constant forays became a necessity,
and indeed were the only operations possible. In these
no one was so successful as Monk. He displayed in them
all the qualities which endear a commander to his men,
and soon no officer in the army was so popular with rank
and file as he. No one, they used to say, was too sick or
sorry for action, and nobody's boots were too bad for a
march, when the word was passed that " honest George "
was off foraying again. It became a joke that his regi-
ment was the purveyor for the whole of Dublin,

This was hardly the work that Monk had promised
himself when he volunteered for Ireland; but at any
rate it was a great relief to him that he was leaving
behind the politics which he detested and only half
understood for some hard fighting which was his meat
and drink. But he was to be sadly disappointed Lordme by the Marquis of
